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NOTES ON THE"'-_,_BOl"S_" _P._.N_T.I~_T_ANK_. _L _RIFLE 

1. The evolution of weapons suita.ble for use by tr~c,ps in · 
the fr(.)n~ line, and having . grea ·~er· armour pi arcing capaci t,y 
than that obtaina.bl e with the 8Arv-~.ce r:'.fle began ab0U"t. 1917. 
The German A.T. rJ.fle was ·t,he f~. rst. cf these but, i-ts severe 
reccil was intolerable and it, was rarely used. 

Weight. 40 lbe - Bipod rest - simila1l:' to giant, Mauser -
No control of recoil - early hurried a.t ·tempt at 
EE.~able A/T weapon. 

After the Great War we producod a rifle fitted with a 
muzzle brake, but the roooil, althQugh ro()ucod from 71 ft, lbs 
to 36 ft lbs, was still intolerable. Tho SHLL.E. · recoil 
is 12~ f-(, lbs, ahd t.ha·(, of a 12 bore shot. gun is 26 ft lbs. 

Defin5. tion of 'IJ\~uzzlo Brakou - ao •~s opposite way to 
muzz 1 o attaoh:ro 0nt. of ViukE:rs - early experiments wi ·th 
muzzle brakes 11.ot carried so far as rec ent e.xpGriments. 

Effor·i:.s to prod".lc.e a sui·i:.a.blc riflo wore 'c.hon droppod 
until 1934, V'!hen tho c:.r.G.s. Res earch Conunit ·{,oe asked 1VL.G.0.3. 
to re-op:on this ~ . nvsstj.ga·U. on. 

In ·r.he meantime vari.0us t.ypos of A/T weap0n tried-

"b!: .. &.r~/' bo 2:_uthu:_r_l & n o.r~~.:UCt:Jf! shoulder con·~rollod, • 8 
caE.we . :1C'- bO J..bs wej.ght. 
Ligh ·t:, so~.li ·~~u..::-n - ~.Glf loader. 
Lig:y;-, 0 el'3. i~~on - Au·l:,o;:na.tic. 

iiH ec.YYa c8lr. ·;:,h 11J.~n & Oe:rJ.i.kon. 170 and 140 lbs without 
- · ------~ ·· -- .. ----------·--·-- I 
mtg. ~ ~ · '1.e ;;rvy \Vb e .s:.ed In~J1.ii.Y} tlng necessary. 
St:::l oJ.:,hU_"'n 11/lt g e7 () l PS inCll.lCling 1)\;heols. 
Oerl:..lro.a Mtg 2<.:8 lbs incL1ding whee:.s. .. 

11 Lj gh ·r, 11 models too h oavy to be portabl e and 11HGa.vy;1 

mod ol.8 had di sadvantagos of ar'till -a:ry wi '!:.hout striking 
e ffoct. 

Therofcre d ecided tn O')ncontra t. o on simple por·tablo, 
ha.nd op oro.ted rifle for R.iflo Bns Supply Columns, otc -
and 2 pd:r g~~ for support~ 

':fu. .s r3sult is the. i1Boysi1 ri 'flo. I"t is named aftar its 
designer, the late 0ep'Ga.in BQy8; who was for many yoars in 
charge of tho Small /....rms Design Bran:3h. 

The recoil of this weapon which is more efficien-t than 
the German A.T. Rifle, is about the S9IDG as that of a shot 
gunc 

2. The •1Boys 11 rifle is designed to pellGtrate tho armour of 
ligh·t. A.F.Vs up 'to aoou·i:, 500 yards range wi+..h a vi .:;w to in­
fl5ct:i..ng casualties on ,the occupants of these vahicles. It 
weigps 34~ lbs, can be carl..,i0d by one man for a limited dis­
~ance, and has a r -a st to enable it "to bo fired from ·!:.he shoul­
d er in ·~he lying positi·:n. 

P orf arlTla.nD o. 
200x. W!Ir'p-or~e t,r at G a 'M ut. 1" armour at Normal Impact at 

li i! 11 .1.11 " rl eoo 11 11 

11 I! over In 11 11 Normal Impact. at 5o ox. 
11 ,. abvu·ii fu 11 " 20° il ti 

2 

/Reduced W
W
W
.R
IF
LE
M
AN

.O
RG

.U
K



(2) 

Reduc ed p en.yt.?:<a tio.r ..... -a.ga.ina_;t. i.nclinocl . ...su.rfac o·. 
11Llgh t'' Tanks carry up to P armour. 
nH ea vy 11 11 u '' 11 1 u 11 

Effabtive rango controlled by pentrati0n and chances of 
a hit. Des~.rab·:.o t,o r0.so:rve .fire ·c.o arJhio ·'ts 11surpri ,sen­
Effective uP to 5(J0x againr;t Light Tanks. IJ.ght M.Gs can 
a ss ist by m,gl;:ing '1·aru~s cluso dUvln - lull et splash and chanc o 
bullets throuft'1. obsorva·c.ion slit~: 

It is a single loador and the cartridges are fed from a 
magazine. 

I't requires no specially trained firer provided practice 
at moving targErts is included in JU1o annual cou:rse, and in a 
skilled ri.Zleman 1 s hands will gi vo a. .rate of about 9 rounds a 
minute with great accuracy. 

Sighting system - unortr~odox aperture - good view of 
target and lino of travel. 

Long s igh·t. base ( 34~ inches) - Head fixod by check rest. 
Two a.djust,ments only by i1flip overi' a.s in sporting rifle--. 

(a.) 4QuX and over~ 
(b) under 4oox: . 

Nrl time for adjustment in ac·tion bu't firer can anticipa·i:, o. 

The rifle will. ultimately be issued on a scale of t:>ne 
, p er rifle pla·(,or..1n, or equivalent unit., and the initial order 
hs.s been placed. 

5. As tbe rifle has a range far greater than 'the S.M.L. E. 
with t,he amnuni tion it wili fire in war, it. cannot. be fired 
nn the m9.jori·~y of riflG ranges in the United Kingdom. 

At 30o Range 70oox. 
10° 11 socox. 

(About. lOQ given with bu·~·l:. en ground on sloping firing 
point.. ) 

---- ooo----

(90)1/37. 
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