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~1INf1\.TURE RIFLES, 0Al~T ltiDGES .AND .... ~PPLIL\NCES . 
• 

* J-apanese S.A. l\1iniature Oartriclg'e. 

F ive cart.ridg,es as above were obtained. 

O.S.O.F., 15. 6. 10-

6337 Forwards R.L. design No. 16.947t and a sectionf of above cartridge. It is 
thought that this pattern of cartridge s l1ould give fair ly satisfactory results at 
short r ang,es. 

C.J. W ., 24. 6. I 0-

I f a cartridg,e of this type is required for the Service, it is pr ~;bf.l ble the (Jandet 
cartritlg·e ( JJfinute 737 j 16. 3. 00) would g,ive tnuch g!·eater accuracy, but on the otl1er 

. hand it 1n ig,ht cost more. It has a conical bullet instead of a spherical one. 

• 

C.I.S.A., 7. 7. 10-

The J apauese 1niniature practice type of cartridg,e js 11ot adapted to mag·azine 
loading and is theref~.)reunsuitablefor Service requirements, v£(le S . A.O. R.eport ~o.12. 

If a miuiature praclice cartridg·e adapted to magazine loading· is reqnired there is 
one at hand in the Gaudet system. 

D. of A., 9. 7. 10, forwards for Comn1ittee to see. 
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• • d. Miniature Arnrnunitio11. • • I 

- ' 

· · The D.G.O. asked the Corrunittee in February to c.onsider the question of 
.> ·introdUction of Miniature Arrununition to replace Morris Tube when worn 
:: out. 'Trials at Hythe were carried out with seven systems that had been 

• 

• 

1 brought to the Corrunittee's notice from time to time, recommendations being 
to inventors as to main conditions arnm.unition should fulfil. No trials 

:> · were 3.t this stage conducted ·with Major Gaudet's system, as this had already 
I' 

~ been· tfied in 1902 and favourably reported on. As a result of report the 
J: ., OOtitrrlittee selected types put forward by Messrs. Kynoch and Ewart, but on 

inquiry, the latter proving too expensive, further trials were arranged 
between Messrs. Kynoch's and Gaudet's cartridges. These are now 
proceeding. 
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Confide ntial. PROOF . 
• 

Annual R eport of the President, Small Arms Committee, 
for the Year 1903. 

THE D IRECTOR-GENERAL OF ORDNANCE. 

SIR, 
I HAVE the honour to submit the Fourth Annual Report of the Small 

Arms Oo1nmittee appointed in January 1900. 
The Oornmittee's work has been continuous throughout the year, and 

22 meetings have been held, one of these taking place at Bisley during the 
Annual July Rifle Meeting. 



Th opini t)ll uf t he late ( ~on1d t., llythe, uu thi t) })Oint, ba~:) J Jl1 a trit.LI uf a. ~a1u p\u 
of the U. ,.1\. ~pring .. fielcl ""hort rifle speciall.Y borecl for use \Vith a,claptors and . lt. rt 
miniature an1n1unition, fired 'vit.lt tl1e '·Short 40' ancl "~ bort '' ·artriclgc: suppl1 =!C 
b.Y J{.N.l\f. Coi11lJ<-tl1Y, i11 cornparision 'vitl1 tl1e solid lJorecl ·22-in 'll Short rifie anrl tl1e 
Service aitni11g" tulJe \VrL· as follo,vs (\V.O. lJaper 0153/ 1689, dated 15. 4. Oo) :-

" 'l,he accuracy of the An1erica11 rifle witl1 the arla1Jtor was inferior to that 
obtained "'ith t l1e other t"ro \YealJ011S. .:Ji 

'' 111e ad, ... antag"e of tl1e aclaptor lies in its use for ra1Jid firing, lJut its \veigltt, 
565 g·rains, as compared 'vitl1 4~0 grai11R, tl1at of tl1e Service cartri<lo"e loacled, atJcl 
175 g"rains, that of an empt}r cartridge case, detracts fron1 it;· \1al ue i11 tl'i, · re~ ·pect, 
and, i 11 my opinion, ra1)id loading is best taugl1t by meaus of dun1my cartridges. 

"Tl1e 'vant of acct1racy above referrecl to is attributed to the tl~e of the 
adaptor.'' 

The questio11 of a11 adaptor was dropped. 
H e asked if, in view of this, it was clesired to reo1)en the <1tlestion. 

Comdt., Hythe, 1. 4. 11. 
Qt1ite agreed tl1at aflaptors are not 'vortl1 cot1sicleration. II1s l)ropoRal~ a.l)ov·e, 

was tl1at a magazine something 011 the li11es of tl1at on tl1e \,\rar Office miniature rifle 
might be fitted. lie can qt1ite see it is difficult, bt1t cloes 11ot tl1ink it a11y,vl1ere near 
impossible. 

D.b'I.T., 4. 4. 11-
:E,or\varded above mint1te by IIythe, and asl\ed tl1at tl1e <1t1estio11 of fitt.h1cr a 

mag1azir1e to the Sl1ort ·22-inch R. F. rifle 011 tl1e li11es of that fit tecl 011 the \t\T ar Utncc 
miniature rifle may be C011sidered. 

• 

S.W.E., 13.6.11-
Forwarded R.S.A.F. clesig11 2,7~7t sl1owing tl1e ·22-incll R.F. rifle fitt.ecl 'vitl1 a 

magazine to hold five cartridges. Tl1is is t l1e n1agazine for tl1e \\Tar Ollice 
miniatt1re rifle. 

It has bee11 11ecessary to sl1orte11 tl1e bolt a11cl mal{e a lo11ger bolt-l1eacl. Tl1e 
striker is i11 t'vo parts, a11cl a magazi11e guide has bee11 fitted. 

G.O.C.-i11-C., Scottish Comma11d, 7. 6. 11-
~A. trial l1as lJeen made hy variotlS units of tl1e n1agazines issuecl for t1se \Vitll 

Short ·2:2-i11cl1 R.F. rifles, and from reports the restllt is t}tlite sati ,fa.ctory, £.e., tl1e 
rifles accustom reert1its to 11a11dle a weal)Oll resembli11g tl1e Service rifle. 

He is of the OI)inion that all sucl1 r ifles sl1ot1ld be fitted -vvitl1 e:t n1agazi11e, but 
that it should be withot1t 1Jlatforn1 or bottom, so as to allo-vv tl1e clear ejeetio11 c)f tl1e 
cartridge cases. At present tl1e ejectecl case lodg·es 011 the platform, a11d l1as to be 
picked off or sl1aken out by tur11i11g over tl1e rifle after eacl1 round. 

D. of A. forwarded for the Committee's remarks, 

.~! d l 

1~ 
-

Tl1e Co111mitt ee r con1n1end that 
two rifit= s be alter d to ]\ .. S.i\.. ~1 • 
desig·11 2,727 and i~~ 1 ued for trial. 
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